
please volunteer.   I 

guarantee you will en-

joy the time and make 

some new friends.   

Our primary areas of 

need are directing 

and parking cars, reg-

istration, and judging.  

All of those areas are 

easy, even judging.  

Come on out with your 

Mustang and get in-

volvedééé..Mark  

 

      

    MCT Members:   

Our fall shows are get-

ting close and will be 

here before you know 

it.  In addition to our 

Annual Mustang and 

Ford Roundup at MOSI 

we will assist at the 

Mustang Mini -Meet at 

Lake Mirror and we 

will work to again 

help make the Mason 

Dixon Best of the Best 

show a success in rais-

ing money for Christ-

mas Wish.  Please 

read the newsletter as 

it contains articles 

about each event and 

our involvement as a 

club.    I also strongly 

suggest you preregis-

ter for these events 

soon and have one 

less thing to worry 

about at the shows.  

Calling all show vol-

unteers.  Our shows 

are successful and 

have a good reputa-

tion because of the 

great help we have 

from you club mem-

bers.  Our show is 

well organized by our 

show chairman Chris 

Meyer, but it takes a 

small group of club 

ambassadors on show 

day to actually keep 

things organized and 

running smoothly for 

our guests.   While we 

always get everything 

done, the more help 

we can get on the day 

of the show, the easier 

the task is for each, so 

HELP WANTED§MOSI 
Calling all club mem-

bers this is a call to 

arms, we need your 

help!  

Our annual Mustang 

show at MOSI is fast 

approaching. Your 

board of directors just 

met and all is on 

schedule for another 

fantastic show!  

We need as many 

club members as we 

can get to show up 

extra early, (6:30 to 

7:00 am), and help us 

with the show.  

We need help with 

general setup, regis-

tration, check -in, 

judging and parking.  

Please, please, please 

try to show up early 

and we will put you to 

work making this our 

best show ever!!!!!!  

Message From the Prez... 

Upcoming Events 

Sept 22-Monthly Club 

meeting at Bill Currie 

Oct 17-Old Palm Har-

bor Car Show 

Oct 17-Lake Mirror 

Show, Lakeland 

Oct 24-Mustang, Ford 

& Shelby Roundup at 

MOSI hosted by the 

Mustang Club of 

Tampa 

Nov 1-Mason Dixonõs 

Best of the Best show 

in Clearwater 

Nov 22-Super Sunday 

show, Sarasota 

Dec 12-Club Christ-

mas Party-Spaghetti 

Warehouse 

Jan 9 & 10-NPD Silver 

Springs show 
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1
st

 Saturday ï Dade City 
Cruise-in 

2
nd

 Saturday ïMurrays 
Speed Shop, 5801 S. 
Dale Mabry, 11am-2pm 

NEW-2
nd

 SaturdayðThe 
Shops at Wiregrass,  
28211 Paseo Dr, Wesley 
Chapel. 4-9PM  

3
rd

 Saturday ï Northpoint 
Village Cruise, Suncoast 
Pkwy and Hwy 54, SE 
Corner, 5 to 8 pm 

 

Every Friday-Dairy 
Queen across from Citrus 
Park Mall 6-9PM  

1st Saturday-Courtside 
Grill. 13901 Nine Eagles 
Drive, Tampa (at Race 
Track Road and Nine 
Eagles/Countryway 
Boulevard on the north-
west corner) 5-8PM 

1
st

 Saturday ï Ronnie 
Setzerôs Best of the Best 
Show, Burger King, 
Anderson & Gunn Hwy, 
7pm to 10pm 

NEW-3rd Saturday-
Advance Auto Parts, 
8317 Rustic Drive, 
Tampa (off Waters Ave 
across from the Wal-Mart 
near Hanley Road) 5-
8PM 

3
rd

 Saturday ï Straw-
berry Classic Show, Plant 
City, 4 ï 9pm. 

4
th

 Sunday ï Oldsmar 
Flea Market, 11am to 
3pm, W. Hillsborough 
and Race Track 
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Board of Directors 

2008-2009 Officers 

Regular Monthly/Weekly Open Cruise-inôs and Shows 
This info and much more available from www.motoringtampabay.com 

 Phil Collie  

 Rusty Gillis  

 Bill Hunsinger  

 Danny Lewis 

 Kevin Riley  

  

Harry Barker,  

Mark Borkowski  

 Jim Carroll  

The Pony Express 

Please keep your 

email updated with 

Chris Meyer 
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Lake Mirror Classic  

cars that are seldom 

seen outside of muse-

ums.   Show organizer 

Ford Heacock of Hea-

cock Classic Insur-

ance is heavily in-

volved in vintage rac-

ing so you will gener-

ally also get to see 

some very rare and 

unique race cars with 

true racing heritage.  

This show has a won-

derful reputation and 

pulls a large crowd of 

spectators.   To enter 

your car you must pre-

register in advance.   

To do that go to 

www.lakemirrorclassi

c.com where you can 

easily register on -line.  

Donõt miss our Mus-

tang Mini -Meet.  Last 

year we had about 60 

beautiful Mustangs 

and gave out awards 

to the top cars.   Some 

of you can also assist 

us at the event with 

parking briefly and 

possibly judging cars 

if needed.  

Mark  

This unique high qual-

ity show is in down-

town Lakeland on Sat-

urday October 17 th.  

The show has around 

500 cars in the down-

town area and a Con-

cours Dõelegance 

around adjacent Lake 

Mirror.  This is a beau-

tiful event and for the 

second year our club 

will co -host a Mustang 

Mini Meet with the Im-

perial Mustangs of 

Polk County.   The 

Concours part of the 

show will feature 

some truly beautiful 

antique and unique 

The Pony Express 

Club meetings at Bill 

Currie Ford the fourth 

Tuesday of every 

month. Located in the 

conference room on 

the 2nd floor of the 

showroom 

Mason Dixonõs Best of the Best Car Show ð Nov 1,  

Bright House Networks Field  

This is an open car show 

with 400 cars attending 

last year and a Mustang 

Mini -Meet.   Itõs really 

one of the nicest local 

shows and usually draws 

some very high quality 

cars. 

MCT members, hereõs 

our chance to make this 

show bigger and better, 

and help some people in 

the Tampa Bay area 

have a Christmas that 

they might not otherwise 

have.  If you ever listen 

to Mason Dixon in the 

mornings the last couple 

of weeks before Christ-

mas they go through 

some of the stories of 

those who are having a 

tough time.  We donõt 

realize how difficult it 

must be for a parent to 

tell their kids there will 

be no Christmas.  Last 

year the show raised 

$15,000 and we would 

like to hit $20,000 this 

year.  

Last year we were asked 

to get involved to run 

the show. While time 

was short I think we still 

had a positive impact.   

We improved the 

smoothness of parking 

and registration and we 

helped significantly 

raise revenue by several 

thousand dollars.   I 

need some help with 

registration, parking 

and selection of winning 

cars, (as usual).  I would 

really like someone to 

take charge of the regis-

tration process and 

oversee that operation 

on the day of show.  If 

you can do that I will 

assist closely in prepara-

tion.  The station has set 

up on-line discounted 

registration this year so 

this process should be 

easier than last year.  

Spread the word about 

this show to your 

friends.  Iõm also inviting 

all car clubs to use this 

venue to hold a mini -

meet or simply a club 

gathering for the day.  

Mark  

http://www.lakemirrorclassic.com/
http://www.lakemirrorclassic.com/


For several years 

the club has been 

providing a FREE 

vending spot for our 

members.  Years 

ago we realized that 

many of our mem-

bers donõt have 

enough parts to fill 

an entire vendor 

spot at our show, so 

we decided to offer 

a spot for the collec-

tive parts of our 

members.  

 

The idea is to look 

through your Stuff to 

see if you have any-

thing you would like 

to sell.  They do not 

have to be Mustang 

parts, but they do 

have to be car re-

lated (like Tools, 

Model cars, Old Car 

Magazines, etc.).  

Figure out your ask-

ing price, and the 

lowest price you 

would take for each 

item.  Mark your 

asking price on the 

item, and give us a 

list of the bottom 

price you would 

take for each item.  

Bring the parts to 

the show, and let us 

sell them for you.  

 

Did I say that all of 

this is FREE to 

members?  You 

donõt have to pay for 

the spot, you donõt 

have to sit at the 

spot all day, and you 

donõt have to work 

the deal to sell them.  

You just collect the 

money at the end of 

the day.  We usually 

have a good turn out 

of vendors, and 

weõre hoping for 

even more this year.  

Mark Lasota  
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Club Calendar 

FREE CLUB VENDOR SPOT AT OUR MOSI SHOW  

 

Oct 24-Mustang, Ford & 

Shelby Roundup at 

MOSI hosted by the 

Mustang Club of Tampa 

 

Nov 1-Mason Dixon Best 

of the Best Show, Clear-

water 

 

Nov 22-Super Sunday 

Show, Sarasota 

Dec 12-Club Christmas 

PartyñSpaghetti Ware-

house Ybor City 

Jan 9 & 10-NPD Silver 

Springs Ford & Mustang 

Roundup 

 

Sept 22- Monthly Club 

meeting at Bill Currie  

 

Oct 17-Suzann Painterõs 

Old Palm Harbor Car 

Show 

 

Oct 17-Lake Mirror 

Show, Lakeland 

The Pony Express 

Club meetings at Bill 

Currie Ford the fourth 

Tuesday of every 

month. Located in the 

conference room on 

the 2nd floor of the 

showroom 

Club membership is now 102  
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Some Things We Learned While Restoring a 1979 Mustang Pace 

Caré.Part 2 

By Bob and Jonathon Powell 

The Pony Express 

 

A 1979 Mustang Pace Car has more decals than any other Mustang.   Gener-

ally they are not difficult to install except for the decal across the rear of the 

roof.  The roof decal is one of the larger decals and we got a wrinkle in it so 

we left the orange portion on and took off the black portion.  I assumed that I 

could get a single replacement decal from the supplier.  I will not mention the 

supplier (not parts supplier who sells a full kit but the actual producer) but if 

you need any decals, use Graphic Express; they provided a single decal re-

placement at a very reasonable price.  

When  installing decals on a pace car or probably any car, it is a two person 

job with two smoothing paddles. Itõs easier to install the side decals on a lift 

rack at eye level.  Be patient, measure and re -measure. To help line up the 

decals correctly, put a mark with a removable marker at key measurement 

points.  Use a correct mix of liquid soap and water per the instructions.  

Stripes  on the side molding are ingrained paint from factory. 3M Scotchcal 

striping tape 1/8 in x 40 ft bright orange is an exact replacement size and 

matches the orange on the decal.  It takes about 70 feet if you do it perfect the 

first time.  Cost is about $6.00 per roll so I got 4 rolls but only used two  

The  door glass installation is also a two person job.  At first, you think the 

glass will not go in the opening but it does.  The opening on the door has to 

be pushed opened about 3/8 inch for the bottom of the glass to go in.  

This  is a rather interest-
ing compilation of infor-

mation assembled by 

past MCT president Bob 

Powell and his son Jona-

than who served as our 

club secretary.   Bob 

moved about 4 years ago 

back to Alabama and 

resides outside of Bir-

mingham.   Several of us 

were in Birmingham for a 

show a few years ago 

and Bob had us over for 

breakfast to see his place 

and his garage.   Bob is 

an excellent restorer and 

struggles for space in 

his crowded ga-

rage.   LOL.   The article 

is simply notes on the 

restoration of their 79 

Pace Car, which inciden-

tally got started several 

years ago with an-

other  Pace Car acquisi-

tion at auction held at our 

annual show at MOSI.   

Mark  

 

Editors Note: This arti-

cle will be done in 3  

parts over the coming 

months. 
  



Page 6  

  

The Pony Express 

Newsletter ads and articles 

welcome  

We decided to stay with the odd -size metric wheels and tires which came on 

the Pace Car to keep a total original look so we had the wheels restored by 

Wheel Wizard in Atlanta and were very pleased considering how bad they 

had deteriorated.   Coker tire in Chattanooga has the rights to reproduce the 

Michelin tires in the U.S. but they are expensive.  

Just a warning ð a lot of vendors advertise certain parts fit 79 -93 Mustangs 

but we found there seems to be a lot unique about 1979 Mustangs and other 

years advertised do not fit so check carefully.  

The  dash on these Fox body Mustangs is super fragile, if you can get it out 

without cracking it, reinforce all the critical support areas and mounting 

points with epoxy; you will be glad you did.  

SMS Auto Fabrics in Oregon is the only company that reproduces the inte-

rior seat material and it is excellent in quality.  

The Recaro seats and headrests on the 79 Pace Car are unique.  The headrests 

have a netting material that will probably be torn or missing.  The headrests 

seem to be made with the net material installed around a support bar then the 

plastic is molded around it.  Our interior shop would not attempt to repair 

them so Jonathon separated the plastic at the bottom with a utility knife, pur-

chased fish net material that was a perfect match in shape and size from Bass 

Pro Shop, reinstalled from the bottom of the plastic, and then glued the seam 

he cut at the bottom.  A very innovative solution.  

        Cont on page 7  
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Please keep your 

email updated with 

Chris Meyer 

These  Fox body Mustangs are weak in the floor pan at the rear of the front 

seat.  Even if it there is not a crack or sign of damage, reinforce the floor 

around this area either with a 1/8 inch plate you can make or purchase.  I 

purchased the plates and trimmed them to fit.  

There  are a lot of approaches to re -wiring.  If you feel lucky, you can just re-

install the old wiring and hope everything works. At a minimum, check all 

wiring for damage and clean the connections.  We unwrapped all the wiring, 

checked each wire for damage, made necessary repairs, wiped and cleaned 

all wires and connections and re -wrapped all wire bundles which took about 

a week.  Then we laid out all the wire generally how it goes in the car and re -

installed from rear forward.  We had problems with the taillights/

brakelights/turn signals with bad sockets and getting everything to work on 

the dash (which we are still working on).  

We were fortunate to have a complete, running second pace car to refer to.   

This was invaluable especially because we had not done a restoration on a 

Fox body Mustang before and it was 1 -1/2 years between when we disas-

sembled the car and did the reassembly.   We found there are differences in 

the Pace Cars depending on where they were made.  

Our  2-1/2 inch exhaust pipes really look good and helps the engine breath.  

Something that I like to do is take the car to a muffler shop right after the mo-

tor and headers are installed and have them make the exhaust system before 

the engine is started.  Yes, you need a trailer but, it is worth it in my opinion.  

I donõt like to start a new motor with open headers because you cannot hear 

unusual engine noises.  I donõt want to make a temporary makeshift exhaust 

if I am going to have a system fabricated anyway.   Of course if you are buy-

ing a preformed exhaust kit, you can make that installation yourself but I do 

recommend installing it before starting the engine.  

 

To Be Continued Next Month -Thanks Bob and Jonathan  
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Hello,  

We just wanted to let you all know that we are having another show October 17, 2009 in Old Palm Har-
bor; this one will benefit The Jessica K. Dover Foundation for the ñNatural treatment of Autismò. 

 We are also very pleased to announce that www.plamharborcarshow.com , has a brand new look that 
will help us communicate our new events, shows in the area and offer a place for you all to communi-
cate with other car enthusiast in our new forums area. 

 Please log in and take a look, if there are any new shows that you wish for us to post please send us 
an e-mail and we will update the site. We want this site to be a great place to communicate with others 
and get all the car show information so that we can all stay connected. 

 Thank you for your support of our past event and I am looking forward to seeing all of you at the next 
event. Remember space is limited so print those registration forms and get them in. 

 Suzann Painter  
Palm Harbor Car Show 

  

http://www.plamharborcarshow.com/
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